Botanica Pacifica. A journal of plant science and conservation. 2015. 4(1)

DOI: 10.17581/bp.2015.04107

1937-2015

Valentin Abramovich Krassilov

How ideas of Valentin Krassilov were formed

Sophia Barinova
Institute of Evolution, University of Haifa, Haifa, Israel

Bapunosa C.C. Kak ¢popMHpOBaAUCEH HAEH
Baaentura Kpacuaosa

The life of man is judged according to what he has
done, what should be left in human society. One never
knows where the limits of each person are when he is with
us, but we can always say what he did when he is no longer
with us.

Professor Krassilov has
made large contribution to
Mesozoic floristics, phyto-
geography, paleoclimatolo-
gy, terrestrial ecology, and

plant — insect interaction all _ =

based mostly on his own
vast collection of fossil sam-
ples as well as other samples
from the Russian Far East,
Siberia, Europe, Mongolia,
China, India and Middle
East. He established new
orders of pteridophytes,
gymnosperms and proan-
giosperms. He developed a
model of origin of higher
taxa, in particular angio-
sperms, by parallel and co-
evolution. He formulated
basic principles of ecosys-
tem evolution, including in-
terpretation of biospheric
crises, with implications for
nature conservation and
evolution of human menta-
lity, for which a new direc-
tion of analytical studies —
metaecology — was founded.
He created the new paradig-
matically impacted Systemic
Theory of Evolution.
Valentin ~ Abramovich
Krassilov during his lifetime

[

demician of the Academy of Natural Sciences, 1993) and
published work from morphological to philosophical fields.
One can be productive at some period of his life. But Pro-
fessor Krassilov from the very beginning of his scientific
career after the Geological Faculty of Kharkov University
in 1960, has done a great deal of interesting, original work
in broad areas, and his activity was not reduced until very
recently.

How can one achieve this? He reworked the huge
amount of information in Russian, English, German and
French, spending in the library the first half of the day,
and last year’s reading articles on the Internet. His research

methods  have  evolved
with the development of
science; he was pioneering
the use micropreparation
and scanning microscopy

\ in paleontological studies in

the distant seventies. He de-
veloped new methods, such
as extracting pollen from the
stomachs of fossil insects,
which made it possible to
correlate the age of flora
and fauna in critical, marker
locations. Those achieve-
ments opened up new op-
portunities for research, illu-
minated the dark corners in
the above mentioned studies
and found worldwide recog-
nition (award H. Rausing,
1997 and many others). His
book “Paleoecology of Tet-
restrial Plants” (1975) was
translated into English and
became a textbook world-
wide. His philosophical ar-
ticles and book “Evolution:
System  Theory” (Krassi-
lov 2014) not only sum-
marized his experience as a
philosopher of science, but
also opened new avenues in
the development — a break-
through in understanding of

s

had taught students as a Pro-
fessor since 1983, created
two upscale scientific labo-

Professor Valentin Krassilov on his last trip to Mount Carmel in
January 28, 2015 in process of discussion of yet unpublished phi-
losophical paper “Whither strays the immortal mind and where
the upside-down theories spring from”

where we are, who we are,
where we are going. Become

light. Achieve such produc-

ratories, has published 431
scientific works, including
24 books in Russian and
English. His productivity is enormous. But how people it
reached. Oftentimes one can teach students, write articles
and have a co-authot. But no, Professor Krassilov wrote all
the articles himself, while also contributing to publications
of his students. One can work in a narrow range and pub-
lish over and over again iteration of their research. But Pro-
fessor Krassilov worked in various fields of science (Aca-
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tivity. Open new paths. Be a
recognized specialist in vari-
ous fields. How is it possible
to be achieved by one person? His mind was always oc-
cupied with creative process, with new ideas. His way of
thinking is presented in detail in his last philosophical work
— the book entitled “Evolution: System Theory”, published
in April 2014.

Ideas do not arise out of nothing. Only a huge cultural
basis allows us to create new ideas in society. And the idea
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Professor Valentin Krassilov in his Laboratory in the Institute
of Evolution, University of Haifa, 2006. He began work at the
University of Haifa in 2001, where he was invited by Professor
Eviatar Nevo, founder of the Institute of Evolution, as a prominent
scientist with extensive experience in fundamental research on the
theory of evolution

of a particular person is also not formed from scratch, but
need information. As a social cultural basis, and the in-
formation to be absorbed by Professor Krassilov in large
quantities and became the basis of his new ideas, his con-
tribution to the development of science and society. The
workshops, which he conducted in Institutes of Moscow
and Vladivostok, his activities in the Council of Intelligen-
tsia, the International conference lectures always gathered
a large audience. He always said a new things, never be
repeated for more than half a century.

In order to create the idea, also need mental apparatus.
In some brain, how much information does not invest, it
will not work. Professor Krassilov had a powerful mental
apparatus. That is, everything, literally everything that came
into his field of vision, weld it here, finds its place in the
system of his ideas about the world. And this system of
the world does not stand still; it evolved constantly, always,
to the very last time. Moreover, his thoughts were formed
in motion. In the literal sense of the word. Ideas put into
words when he walked around the office, along the paths
in the nearby park or reserve Carmel where we go for long
walks on weekends. Ideas do not stand still; when we went
for a walk, he seemed to be waiting when I asked a question
about what the new he managed today, what thoughts come,
what ideas have evolved and how. That is, all new born, not
only in physically, but also in the intellectual movement.

It was interesting to observe how his ideas have evolved
over many years. His contribution to the morphology, taxo-
nomy and phylogeny of fossil plants is recognized, but it
looks at different times were slightly ahead of modern at
the time the scientific level in question. The evolution of
the philosophy of Professor Krassilov can be traced, for
example, to the phylogeny of magnolia.

Magnolia in flower is a splendid sight deservedly
appreciated as emblematic for flowering plants. Up to now
Magnoliophyta is widely accepted by contemporary bota-
nists as taxonomic designation, supposedly a phylum of
plant kingdom. The family Magnoliaceae is firmly estab-
lished among the ‘basal angiosperms’ or ‘paleodicots’ that
supposedly gave rise to the more advanced ‘eudicots’ as well
as monocots. Yet the idea of perfect solitary flower as a bas-
al condition is derived from contemplating Magnolia mainly,
and the esthetic, as well as ethic implication is that simple is
beautiful and most instructive. We say ‘contemplation’ rath-
er than study, because, as follows from our results. Magnolia
grandiflora, the publicly most familiar species of the genus is

International field trip, Italy, September 2, 2014 as a part of 9th
Buropean Palacobotany — Palynology Conference in Padova,
August, 26-31, 2014

misunderstood. The critical feature of Magnolia is reproduc-
tive morphology which Professor Krassilov studied in the
last period. (We have some adventure when searches Mag-
nolia flowers in the private garden. Beautiful flowering tree
caught us in the yard. We went to take pictures of flowers,
but the gate is automatically dug, because the car had just
left. When all the pictures were taken, it was impossible to
get out. But it did not stop us; do not stay the same for the
night in the yard of an empty house. Professor Krassilov
decided — to climb over the fence. And we did it helping
each other, dragged our mortal bodies into the street as it
decided his immortal mind). Results of this study let him to
create the new system of basal angiosperm on the flower
morphology. His findings suggest that ‘lower’ of Magnolia
grandiflora is at least two orders of magnitude more complex
than conventional flower. He decide that here evolution is
considered to be a telic process of multilevel regulation.
The appearance of flowering plants scarcely could have
been an occasional happening, but was chronologically as
well as causally related to a major renovation of biosphere,
in particular the advent of new type ‘angiosperm cradle
communities’ of gnetophytes and other proangiosperms
in the middle of the Cretaceous Period (Krassilov 1985;
Krassilov & Bugdaeva 1999, 2000).

Reinterpreted this and previous his paper about Arasncaria
imply that morphology is still the major source of new, if
but controversial, evidence about nature, revealing factolo-
gical reality behind the mist of pragmatic mythology and
reviving perspective old concepts undeservedly abandoned.
Magnolia reveals that simplicity is deceptive. What for many
years was perceived as a follicular gynoecium of paradigmatic
solitary flower turns out to be a syncopulate structure with
exostigmas, delivering seed-like anthocarps. On account of
amazing similatity between complex and their constituent
simple structures ‘secondary flower’ is a more telling designa-
tion than flower-like inflorescence or ‘pseudoflower’. Later
on one may recognize such structures as ‘tertiary flowers’
even. Fascination with simplicity and reduction drive based
on it are responsible for replacing historical relationships
with cladograms based on superficial morphology, ‘molecu-
lar clock’, with factual evidence habitually neglected. He said,
we may, after Darwin, give up fossil record as ‘imperfect’,
which makes evolution groundless, or we may reconsider our
demonstrably imperfect concepts of evolution.

Everything in his life was associated with the
achievement of understanding of the evolution and the top
of these reflections was the book (Krassilov 2014), in which
he described in detail the process of the birth of a new,
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in the Birbal Sahni Institute of Paleobotany, Lucknow, India, 2010.
From left to right: Valentin Krassilov, Rashmi Srivastava, Ashwini
Srivastava, two PhD students of Professor Srivastava, and Deepa
Agnihotri

gave a definition of life, created a new paradigmatic theory
of evolution.

At different periods he was critical of the paradigmatic
theories, such as Darwinism, but often was forced to agree
with them, because the ideological sphere tightly regulated
to a certain time. Leave for the first time to an international
meeting it was only in 1985. Since then, not only freedom
of travel but also freedom of thought allowed him to open
up, to bring his ideas to the largest number of colleagues
around the world. His mind was as a single living organism,
always moving, evolving, and sparkling new ideas. They lis-
tened to him, follow his ideas and, probably, the potential
of his ideas will still be with us, ready to understand, to un-
derstand and bring his system theory in our own experience.

Mamatn BaneHtnHa Abpamosuya Kpacunosa
(1937-2015)

Apryp Il'eopruesrra Kpeiaos

Boponex, Poccua

Artur G. Krylov. In memory of Valentin Abramovich
Krassilov (1937-2015)

VilleA W3 JKUSHU BBIAAIOIIMIICA TI€OAOT-TIAAEOHTOAOL,
OHOAOT-9BOAFOIIHOHICT 1 PIAOCOD.

Baaentun A6paM0BHq Kpacmaos poanacs s Kuese, yana-
ca B XapbKOBCKOM rocyaapcrsenHom yamsepcurere. C 1961
TOAQ IIPOXOAMA ACITHPAHTYPY B I'€OAOTHMecKoM HHCTHTYTE
Aaapresocrounoro ¢uanasa AH CCCP moa pyKOBOACTBOM
mpocpeccopa Menpeas Haymosraa I'pavmva u p0 1972 1. pa-
6OTaA B 9TOM HMHCTHTYTE B AADOPATOPHUN ITAACOHTOAOTHH I
crparurpadpum.

C puesaom Bo Baaamsocrok Hukoaas HukosaeBudaa Bo-
POHIIOBA — M3BECTHOIO 300AOTa-3BOAFOITMOHICTA, OOABIIIAA
YACTh COTPYAHHKOB Aabopartopuu I'pamma Ieperiiaa B 9BO-
AFOIIMOHHBIIN 0TACA BrOAOrO-TI0uBerHOTO HHCTHTYTa ABHLL
AH CCCP. B 10T 11epHOA Ha9aAOCh OYPHOE PAa3BUTHE AAAD-
HEBOCTOYHOI aKaAeMUHeCKoN Hayki. Bo BaaanBoctoke cozaa-
erCs HAYYHBII LICHTP, OPrAHU3YFOTCA HOBBIC HHCTHTYTHI OHO-
AOTHYECKOTO, TEOrPadpMUecKOro M XHUMIEECKOTO IIPOgHACH,
HAyKa OCHAINIAETCA HOBBIMU IIPHOOPAME H ODOPYAOBAHHEM,
IIPOMCXOAUT TECHOE MEKAHCLIIIAMHAPHOE B3AHMOACHCTBHE,
ABHII mipespartiaerca B otaeaeane AH CCCP.

B 1965r. B.A. KpacrAoB 3armiTuA KAHAHAATCKYFO AFICCEP-
Taruro “Panremenosas paopa FOxuoro [Tpumopss u ee 3Ha-
ueHme A crpaturpadome’”’. Me3030# 1 0COOCHHO MEAOBOI I1e-
PHOA C TEX IIOP OIIPEACASIOT €TO HHTEPECHL B ITAACODOTAHHKE.

Valentin Krassilov. In memoriam

P, Y AN
Professor Valentin Krassilov on the collecting site in the Gobi De-
sert, in the International field trip on Mongolia, September 3, 2008

B 1972 r. on nybaunkyer xuury “Ilaae0skoAOIHA HA3EMHEBIX
pacrernit” (Kpacraos 1972 a), B KOTOpOIl 0OGOCHOBEIBACT
PasBuBAET HOBOE HAITPABAEHHE B ITaAcODOTAaHHKE. B TOM sxe
TOAY BBIXOAHUT MOHOIpadprdeckas oOpaboTKa ME3030HCKOMN
daopsr p. Bypen (Kpacuaos 1972 6). Kpacnaos moasepraer
pesusrn [arasmckyro dpaopy Amypckoit obaacta (Kpacraos
1976), merosyro paopy Caxasnua (Kpacmaos 1979). Dack-
TPOHHOE CKAHMPOBAHHE TIIATCABHO ITOATOTOBACHHBIX O0-
PA3IIOB CAYAKHAO OCHOBOH AAA YTOYHEHHA HMAH ITEPECMOTPA
IIPEKHUX ITPEACTABACHII O AAABHEBOCTOYHBIX (DAOPAX Me-
30301. KpacnaoB moaBepraercs KeCTKOH KPHUTHKE MACTHTBIX
yaenuxos Adppurana Hukoaaesrraa Kprrrrodosmaa. Vayr
AUCKYCCHI II0 MHOIEIM BOIIPOCAM IAACOCHUCTEMATHKH H I1a-
ACOIKOAOTHI.

XapakTepHOW 4epToi HayaHOW padorsr Kpacmaosa Ha
Aarbrem Bocroke Obia0 uepeaoBaHme 0OOPAOOTOK HCKOIIA-
EMBIX PETHOHAABHBIX (PAOP C TEOPCTUUCCKAMH TPYAAMHI 110
ITaA€oreorpadpIE M 3BOAFOIIUH PACTHTEABHOCTH B Me3030€. B
5TOT IIEPHOA OH ITYOAHKYET PAA TEOPETHICCKHX MOHOTPAIIL:
“Ooatortusa u ouocrparurpadpus’” (Kpacuaos 1977), “Dro-
crparurpacpusa’ (Kpacmaos u Ap. 1985), “MeroBoit mieproA.
DBoArorms 3emHOI Koper 1 Guocdepsr” (Kpacmaos 1985),
“Hepertiennsie mpodAemsr Teoprn ssotortun’” (Kpacraos
1986), “TIpomcxom)ACHHE 1 PAHHAA 3BOAFOIUA IIBETKOBBIX
pacrenmit’” (Kpacraos 1989).

VAuBUTEABHO, Kak eMmy 3a IepHoA ¢ 1972 mo 1989 roa
YAAAOCH 10 HOBOMY OCBETHTH OOABIION PAA TIPOOAEM: CBA3D
MaKPO3BOAIOIIMOHHOIO IIPOIIECCA € FAODAABHBIMU ITAACOTCO-
rpadpUIeCKUMI M 9KOAOTHYECKAMI  KPH3HCAMHI, 9BOAFOIIIA
3EeMHOI KOPBI M OHOC(EPDI, HEPEIIIEHHBIE BOIIPOCH BOAFO-
IHOHHOH TEOPUH, TafHa IPOMCXOKACHHUA [IBETKOBBIX PaCTe-
muit. Heocrioprm Becombrit Bkaaa Kpacraosa B perrenne stux
pobAem. OH 0OOCHOBAA I Pa3BHA 3KOCHCTEMHYIO TEOPHIO
SBOAIOLINH, TIATEABHBIM AHAAH30M SMOPHOICHE3a COBPEMEH-
HBIX 1 FCKOITACMBIX PACTCHHI OOOCHOBAA HOBBIC IIPCACTAB-
ACHHA O IPOMCXO/KACHUH I[BETKOBBIX PACTEHMH OT IIPOAH-
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B.A. KpacuaoB Bo Bpemst BEICTYIIACHHS HA MEKUHCTUTYTCKOM DBO-
arorrmonnom cemunape (BITH, Becra 1990 roaa)

V.A. Krassilov presents a lecture to the interinstitutional workshop
on evolution, Vladivostok, Institute of Biology and Soil Science,
Vladivostok, spring, 1990

THOCIIEPM PA3HBIX KAACCOB TOAOCCMCHHBIX.

B 1988-1990 rr. brioaoro-miouBenHsiit mHCTATYT U THXO-
OKEAHCKHI FHCTUTYT reorparuu paspadaTsBaiu “DKOAOIT-
ueckyro nporpammy [ Iprmvopckoro kpas Ao 2005 r.”. Maetissmm
PYKOBOAHTEAEM KOAACKTHBA aBTOPOB cTaA Kpacuaos.

B 1990 r. o mpuraarrenuro Huxoaas Hrkoaaesrraa Bo-
POHIIOBA — MUHECTPa 3KOAOrHN BasertnH AGpabosmd riepe-
exaa B Mocksy n BosraasuA VIHCTHTYT OXpaHEI TIPHPOART T
3aITOBEAHOTO AeAd. Bekope mosBraach HoBas krura “Oxpana
IPHPOABIL: IIPHHITUIIEL, TpoOAeMsl, puopurersr’ (Kpacuaos
1992).

ITocaearm mectom paboter Kpacraosa craa ITaseonTo-
aormdecknii macTutyT PAH, B KOTOPOM OH HEKOTOpOE Bpems
PYKOBOAHA A20OPATOpHEI ITAACOOOTAHMKI M OAHAKABI HATIVI-
CaA 3AMEYUATEABHYFO, OECITPEIIEACHTHYIO 10 COACP/KAHMEO IT
KOMITO3HITHH, MEKAUCITHIIAMHAPHYIO KHuTy “MeTaskororus”
(Kpacnaos 1997). B Heit camamcs dpurocodpus aBropa, ero
SKOCHCTEMHASA TEOPHA BOAFOIINH, TEOPHA SKOCHCTEMHOTO ITa-
PAAAEAH3MA PA3BUTHSA MHOIUX KAACCOB CHCTEM, IIPHPOAHBIX 1
MeTapU3IIECKIX. DTa YHHKAABHAA KHITA ABAACTCA BEPIITHHON
TBOpuectBa Barentura AGpamosraa Kpacuaosa B nayxe, -
AOCOHH €CTECTBO3HAHMA U HPABCTBEHHOH (PHAOCODMIL

Ha caiite ITaA€OHTOAOTIYIECKOTO HHCTHTYTA MOKHO Hali-
TH €Ire OAHY BaxkHyro paboty Kpacmaosa — crarero 3 mmo-
HOYASPHOTO KypHAAa “Dkosorns u »xusHp “IlaseorToAorms
1 IAPaAUIMBI COBpeMeHHOTO ecrectBosHanms  (Kpacrmaos
2009). Kpacuaos B Hell yOGAUTEABHO ITOKA3BIBACT, UTO CMC-
HBI APAAMIM (HAYIHOH MOABI) IPHBOAAT HE CTOABKO K MO-
OMAM3AIMN HAKOIIACHHBIX 3HAHHM, 2 IIPEBPAIAIOTCA B HH-
CTPYMEHT IIOTEPH Y/KE IOAYYEHHOrO 3HAHUA. |Ipakrrrdeckn
HEPA3PEIIIMOM TIPOOAEMOI MUPOBOI HAYKH CTAAO ACACHIHE
JKYPHAAOB Ha ITPECTHUKHBIC M HEITPCTELKHBIC, OIPEACAAEMOE
HE HAYYHBIM COOOIECTBOM, a Oropoxparmerr. Cam o1OOp
cratell AAfl IYOAHKAITHH 3aBHUCHT OT HPHBBIYHOCTH B3IAf-
AOB aBTOPOB AAfl PEAAKTOPOB M PEIICH3CHTOB KypHAAQ. DTO
CHIKAET BEPOATHOCTD ITYOAMKAIIMN CBE/KIX HACH. Vcrrer-
HOCTP YUCHBIX B COLIMYME OIPEACAACTCA HX COTAACHEM C IIPH-
3HAHHBIMH B3rAfAaME. Taknm 0OpasoM, perHOK apdpeKTHBHEE
0OeCITeInBaCT EAMHOMBICAME, YeM perpeccrnu yaeHsrx. Ha
PAAC IIPHMEPOB M3 MAACOHTOAOTHH 1 reosorun Kpacmaos
ITOKA3BIBACT, KAK ITAPAAUTMBI MOTYT BBIXOAAITTBATE 3HAHIIC.

Bepremcsa k caMomy akTHBHOMY M ITAOAOTBOPHOMY ITe-
puoay usHn BaaeHrmna AOpamosmua Kpacmaosa — B
1970-1980-¢ roasr. Eaxeroansie myOamkarmm moHOrpadomii,
ACCATKH MHTEPECHDIX CTATEH HE OIPAHHYHBAAN KPYT €O Acs-
teapHOCTH. Ha Beex Gruororos Baaausocroka 6oAbIoe BAn-
AHME OKA3bIBAAM BBICTYIIACHNA BasentrHa AOpamoBmaa Ha

B.A. Kpacuaos ¢ coTpysHHKAME A2OOPATOPHH ITAACOOOTAHIKI
BITH, magaro 1980-x roaos (crosar caesa manpaso: K.IT. Hosuko-
Ba, A.C. Kynaermues, H.IT. Aompa; cuaaT caesa marpaso: B.C. Map-
kesma, H.b. Bepxosckaa, MA. Boaorruxosa, B.A. Kpacnaos,
A. Coxyp)

V.A. Krassilov with collaborators of paleobotany lab, Vladivostok,
Institute of Biology and Soil Science, beginning of 1980s (standing
left to right: K.P. Novikova, A.S. Kundyshev, N.P. Domra; sitting
left to right: V.S. Markevich, N.B. Verkhovskaya, M.D. Bolotnikova,
V.A. Krassilov and L.I. Sokour

SBOAFOITHOHHBIX 1 prrocodeknx cemuHapax. Oormme du-
AOCO(OCKHE BOIIPOCH OH BEIHOCHA Ha OOCY/KAGHHE B KAyOe
MHTCAAUTCHIIIE TOPOAQ.

V Baaertnaa AGpamoBmIda OBIA YCTOMYMBBIA PE/KIM Pa-
Goter: yrpom — 2 gaca B 6ubauorexe ABO AH CCCP, motom
AO 0beaa paboTa 3a IMCBMEHHBIM HAHM A20OPATOPHBIM CTO-
AOM, 0DEA B CTOAOBOI 11 CHOBA paboTa B KaOMHETE A0 KOHIIA
pabodero AHA. AroObie 3aITAAHIPOBAHHBIE ACAA 1 HEO/KHAAH-
Hast paboTa BBITOAHAANCH TOABKO B pabouce Bpems. Hukro He
BuAeA KpacuaoBa ¢ moprdesem. V HEro Bceraa yCIierHo u B
CPOK IPOXOAMAHN ACHHPAHTYPY yIeHHKH OT Bypsarum a0 Uy-
KOTKH. HepeAko ero mpuBACKAAM K HEIIAAHOBOM paboOTe Kak
PEAAKTOPA MAH PEIICH3EHTA. DTy pabOTy OH BCETAA BBIITOAHAA
IO CYIIIECTBY M IIOPAZHTEABHO OBICTPO.

B 1988 r. Kpacnaos Briepsbie OOBIBAA Ha 3aPyOCKHOM
cummiosuyme. B HexocAoBakny IMO3HAKOMHACH C KOAACTAME
n3 Ascrpasnu u Smonwn. B 1989 r. copepria Haydaryro mo-
€3AKY B ABCTPAAHIO, 4, BEPHYBIIIICH B HHCTUTYT, BCTPETHA Ac-
ACTAITHEO 3BOAFOITMOHUCTOB M 3KOAOTOB 13 Smonmm. Ydact-
HUKAM CHMITO3UyMa 3aIIOMHHIANCH AUCKyCCHH IIpodpeccopa
Kpacunosa u mpoceccopa Cubaranm: Craperil MyApsii u
Anoner; CnbaTaH MHOTO TOBOPHA OO OTAMYHI MCHTAABHOCTH
PYCCKIX AFOACH OT AITOHIIEB. MEHTAAUTET SIIOHIIA ITO3BOASACT
€My IIar 32 IIaroM UATH K YCIEXy. A y CIPAHHBIX PYCCKHX 34
AYILIOM — HH KOITEHKH, 32TO IIAAHEI CPA3y TPAHAHO3HEIC.

B 1990-e roasr Kpacnaos coseprrma roesaky B Kerrro, rae
PACKOIIKAME ITAACOHTOAOTA /\MIKH ObIAQ AOCTUTHYTA KOABIOCAD
YEAOBEYCCTBA BO3PACTOM OKOAO 3 MAH. ACT — HIUKHSAA IPAHIIIA
AHTPOIIOICHA.

B mocaeasem roay s HauaA paboTy HaA HOBOI AASL MEHA
pobAaemoit Hoocdepsr. B mapre xotea marucars Kpacriaosy,
HO Ha caiite [ TaACOHTOAOIHYECKOrO MHCTUTYTA Y3HAA, 41O 10
despaas oH ymep. Mbr ObIAI POBECHIKAME F BO MHOTOM KOA-
Aeravm. Her HYKABI TOBOPHTB, 9TO HayKa ITOHECAA HEBOCITOA-

HIMYIO yTPATY.
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Valentin Krassilov. In memoriam

B.A. Kpacuaos n orert Anaroanii (Cypxuk) nz Mapdo-Mapunmc-
KOIT 0OMTEAN BO BpeMA HHTEPBBIO ¢ TeAeBeAyreit Humoit Kysme-
LIOBOI ITOCAE AHICKYCCHH O HAYKE ¥ PEAUTHH (AOM IIOAMTHYECKOTO
npocsemmerns [Ipumopcekoro Kpatikoma KITCC, Baaamsoctok,
1986 roa)

V.A. Krassilov and father Anatoly (Sourzhik) from Marfo-Mariinsky
Convent interviewed by Nina Kuznetsova after the discussion on
religy and science, Vladivostok, 1986

O BaneHTnHe Abpamosuue Kpacunose

Haaexaa MBanosaa baoxmma

buoaoro-nousennsiit  uuacruryr ABO  PAH, Baaausoctox,
Poccus

e-mail: blokhina@biosoil.ru

Nadezhda I. Blokhina. About Valentin Abramovich
Krassilov

10 cpespaaa 2015 roaa Ha 78-M TOAY YIIEA M3 KHU3HI
BBIAAFOIIIMICHA POCCUICKUI TAACOOOTAHUK, YICHBIN C MU-
POBBIM HIMEHEM, AOKTOP I'€OAOTO-MHHEPAAOTHYECCKIX Ha-
VK, Impodpeccop, akaAeMuK POCCHIACKOH aKaACMHH €CTECT-
sernbpix Hayk (PAEH) Baaentun AGpamosny Kpacuaos.
OrpomHas yrpaTa AAf HAyKH U BCEX, KTO 3HAA Baserrmma
AbpamoBuya.

Poanacsa Baaerrnn AGpamosud B Kuese 1 ackabps 1937
roaa. OKOHYMA C OTAHYHEM TIE€OAOTHYCCKHI (PAKYABTET
XappKOBCKOTO rOCYAAPCTBEHHOTO yHuBepcuTera u B 1961
roAy npuexaA paborars Ha Aaabanii Boctok. [Tepssie roast
€T0 HAYIHOM ACATEABHOCTH OBIAT CBA3AHEI ¢ /AabopaTopueit
ITAACOHTOAOTHM U crpaturpadpun  AaAPHEBOCTOYHOIO
reonorngeckoro mucruryra (ABI'M) AaapreBoctowrOrO
durmara  Cubupckoro oTAeAeHHA AKAACMHH — HAVK
CCCP. B nosabpe 1965 rosa Basemrun A6paMOBI/m ye-
IIEIHO 3aIUTHA Auccepranuio “‘PanHemeaosas ¢aropa
FOzuoro Ilpumopns u eé 3HaueHme AAA cTpaturpadmm’
HA COMCKaHME YUEHOMN CTEIECHU KAHAUAATA TE€OAOTO-MIHE-
PAAOIMYECKUX HAYK IT0 CIICIMAABHOCTH ‘‘TIAACOHTOAOIUA
u crparurpacus’. B XoAe 3armuTer, KOTOpas cOCTOAAACH B
I'eonormueckom nucruryre AH CCCP (Mocksa), oAnH u3
YACHOB CIICIIHAAMSHPOBAHHOIO COBETA IIPCAAOKHA pac-
CMATPHUBATH ACCEPTAITNIO KAK AOKTOPCKYIO C IIPUCBOCHIEM
COHCKATEAFO AOKTOPCKOI crenenn. B ABI'M1 Baaentun
AOpamMOBHY IIPOIIEA IIYTh OT MAQAILIETO AO CTapIrero (c
1968 roaa) HayuHOTO COTPYyAHNIKA.

Becnoit 1972 ropa ampexrop Bmoaoro-mousennoro
nacruryra (BITH) AaapHEBOCTOYHOTO HAYYHOTO ICHTPA
AH CCCP, aroxrop 6morormueckux mayk Hukoaait Huko-
AaeBry Boponnos mpearoxma Baserrumay A6paM0BI/qu
Kpacunrosy opranmsosars 8 BITH un Bosraasuts Aabopa-
Topuio maseoboTaHukn. Oco3HaBas BCIO HEOOXOAMMOCTD
OHMOAOTH3AIINU ITAACOHTOAOIHH, HEOOXOANMOCTD €€ AAAB-
HEHIIIEro PasBUTUA B PAMKAX OMOAOTHYECKOIO HAIIPABAC-

B.A. Kpacuaos B mepepoise MexAy 3aceaanuamu CoBeTa HHTCAAH-
rernum, crpasa ot B.A. Kpacuaosa — corpyarnku BITH: C.C. ba-
punosa n A.B. Kpeiaos (Aom oanraaeckoro npocsernenus [Tpu-
mopckoro Kpatikoma KITCC, Baaansocrok, 1986 roa).

V.A. Krassilov communicates with colleagues during the break

between the sessions of the Counsil of intellectuals, Vladivostok,
1986

s, BasemTnn AOpamMOBHY C PaAOCTBIO IPHHAA IIPEA-
Aoxkenue. Aabopatopusi IaACOOOTAHHKH BOIIAA B COCTAB
crpykryproro OrtaeAa sBoAronoHHON 6roAoruu. C 1972
10 1990 roasr Baaerrnn Abpamosud paboraer B BITH, 3a-
BEAYA CO3AAHHON UM Aaboparopueii, a ¢ 1977 roaa — oaHO-
BpeMeHHO B OTACAOM 9BOAIOLHOHHON OHOAOTHH, CMCHHB
Ha 3TOM ToCTy yexapirero B Mocksy H.H. Boponrosa.

Pabora B BIIM crocobcrBoBasa peaAnsanuy pas-
HoctoponHnx 1AaHOB B.A. Kpacmaosa. B despane
1973 ropa B Macturyre reosornn u reodpmsuxn CO AH
CCCP (HoBocubupck) OH yCIEIIHO 3aIHUIIAET AHCCEP-
Taruio “I1aae09KOAOTHA HA3EMHBIX PACTEHHH U ITAACO-
SKOAOTHYECKHH METOA B CTPATHIpadHM KOHTHHECHTAAD-
HBIX TOAINI’ HA COHUCKAHHE YYEHOH CTCHECHH AOKTOPa
I€OAOTO-MUHEPAAOTHYECKAX HAYK I10  CIICHHAABHOCTH
“mancorTororna u crpaturpadpua’. B eé ocmose —
omybaukosanHas B.A. Kpacuaoseim B 1972 roay moHO-
rpadpus “Tlancoskonormst HasemHbIx pacreHuil. OcHOB-
HBIC TIPUHITAIIEI 1 METOAB, B KOTOPOH OBIAM 3aAOZKEHDI
TEOPETHYCCKIE OCHOBBI HOBOH AHCITHITAMHBI — ITAACOIKO-
rorun pacrennit. [lepenspanue monorpadum B 1975 roay
m3pateasctBom Wiley (Hero-Mopk — ToponTo) sakpern-
Ao 3a B.A. Kpacuaoseim mpuopurer B 06AACTH HAACO-
SKOAOIHMH PACTEHHE M CIOCOOCTBOBAAO MHPOBOMY IIPH-
3HAHHIO yIEHOTO.

Baaentun AGpamosuy — aBrop mnopsaaka 400 Hay4HBIX
1yOAHKarHii, B ToMm wrcAe 22 moHorpaduii. Hayursre Tpy-
Asl B.A. Kpacuaosa mepmoaa ero paborer B BITH Gbram
ITOCBAIICHB! 11AACO(AOPHCTUKE U CTPATHIPaduu ME30305
n kafinosos AaapHero Bocroka Pocenn (Kpacuaos 1967,
1972 a, 1976, 1979, Kpacuaos u ap. 1988), mpobaemanm mc-
TOPHYECKOTO PA3BUTHA PACTUTCABHBIX COODINECTB B CBA3H
C M3MEHEHHEM OKPY/KAFOIIICH CPEABL; MM OBIA BHIABUHYT PAA
IHITOTE3 O ABHUKYIIIUX CHAAX OHMOAOTHYECKOTO IIPOTpecca,
O IPHPOAE MOAMDHKAIIMOHHON M3MEHYHBOCTH, MEXa-
HU3MAaX BHAOOOPA3OBAHHA M IIPHYMHAX BBIMHUPAHUSA BH-
AOB; PasBUTHI HOBBIC IIPEACTABACHHA OO 9BOAFOITMH 3EM-
HOW KOpbl 1 OHOCEPHI; IIPEAAOKEHA HOBAA MOACAB
SKOCHCTEMHOM 9BOAIOLIMHM; Pa3paboTaHa HOBaf THIIOTE32
O IIPOVCXOKACHHUH, IyTAX PAHHEH BOAFOIHH M IIEHTPAX
pacceaerus 1BeTkoBex pacrenuit (Kpacuaos 1977, 1985,
1986, 1989). B a1u roasr Barertnr ABpaMoBudY 3aA0KHIA
OCHOBBEI 3KOAOTMYECKOH cTparurpadpuu — HarrpaBACHHA
KOMITACKCHBIX CTPATHIPAUICCKUX HCCACAOBAHHI Ha ITa-
Aeoskorormaeckoit ocaose (Kpacmaos m Ap. 1985).
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Barentur AGpamMOBHY IIEpPBBIM B HAITICH CTPAaHE CTAA
IIIPOKO BHEAPATH B ITAACODOTAHUKY MHKPOCTPYKTYpPHBIC
MCTOABI M3YHUCHHA HCKOITACMBIX PACTCHUIM, IIPUMEHAA AAS
HCCACAOBAHHA CKAHHPYIOIINH 3ACKTPOHHBINH MHKPOCKOIL.
C umenem B.A. Kpacuaosa cBsazano u popMupoBaHue Ia-
Aeoboranmgecknx koareknnii 8 BITH. I'eorpacus cobpan-
HBEIX IM KOAACKIIMI BECbMa OOIMMPHA. DTH KOAACKITHH
IIPEACTABASIOT OIPOMHYIO HAYIHYIO M MATCPHAABHYIO
LIEHHOCTD, 4 THUIIOBOH MaTepPHAA ABAACTCHA OOIIECHAYIHBIM
AOCTOSHIEM.

Haunnas ¢ 1978 roaa, Baaentun AGpamoBud yuacrso-
BaA B pabote 110 mmpoekTaM MEeKAYHAPOAHOM IIPOIPAMMBI
reororumdeckoir  koppeasnmn  (MIIIK), mposoammoit
moa sruport FOHECKO. Ilpusmanmem HaydHBIX KX Ha-
yaHO-OpraHu3almoHHeX 3acAyr B.A. Kpacmaosa craso
yTBepKACHME ero pykoBoauTeAeMm COBETCKOM HAITMOHAAD-
HOH paboueii rpymier mpoekta “Koppeadrusa HeMOPCKOro
meaa” (1986-1991 1r.). Baserrnn AGpamoBHY BBICTYIIHA
OPraHM3aTOPOM PAAA HAYIHBIX MEPOIIPUATHI, U3 KOTOPHIX
HapbOAEE 3AIIOMHUAHUCH BCECOIO3HBIE COBEINaHMA “DKO-
cucremst B crparurpadpun’’ (Baaansocrok, 1978) n “Kon-
TuHEeHTaABHBI MeA” (BaaanBocTok, 1988), a taxke mMemkAy-
HAPOAHBIN cuMosuyM “Koppeasmusa memopckoro meaa”
(Aama-Ara, 1990). Briaote a0 1990 roaa B.A. Kpacnaos
ObIA TpeaceaaTeAeM BaaamBocTOKCKOrO OTACACHHA Bee-
COIO3HOTO ITAACOHTOAOTHMYECKOrO OOINECTBA, 4 B AdAb-
HeHIIeM — oYETHBIM YAeHOM [laAeoHTOAOTHUECKOTO 00-
mecrsa mpu PAH.

Kak 3aMecTurTeAb IPEACCAATEAS PEAAKIIHOHHO-U3AA-
teabckoro coseta BITH, Baaentnn AGpamosud ygacTsoBaa
B POPMHPOBAHIH ONOAHOTEIHOIO (DOHAA, CITOCOOCTBOBAA
IIOBBIIIICHNIO KAYCCTBA H3AABACMON HAYYIHON IIPOAYKIIHH.
IToa peaaknueii B.A. Kpacraosa BemyIiieH psa COOPHHIKOB
HAy9IHBIX paboT, a TaKxKe COOPHUKOB ITO MATEPHAAAM 3BO-
AFOLIMOHHOIO ceMuHapa. Baserrun AGpamMoBUY BXOAUA B
COCTAB PEAKOAAETHH MEKAYHAPOAHOTO KypHasa ‘“Review
of Palaecobotany and Palynology”, masaBaemoro B Huaep-
AAHAAX.

Boabmmoe BHnmanme Basentor AGpaMoBHY yAeAfA
moarotoske Ha AaapHem Boctoke xaApoB BoICIIei KBa-
Audurarma. B 1983-1984 roaax dmraa Aekimum 1o Ima-
AeoboTaHHKe B /AAABHEBOCTOYHOM T'OCYAAPCTBEHHOM
yausepcurere (ABI'Y). IToA HaygHBIM pPyKOBOACTBOM
B.A. Kpacraosa 66141 TOATOTOBACHSBI 1 3armuiiessl 10 kaH-
AHAATCKHX Anccepranuii. B aekabpe 1983 roaa B.A. Kpa-
CHAOBY OBIAO IPHCBOCHO yuéHOE 3BaHME Ipodeccopa 1o
CIENHAABHOCTH “IIAACOHTOAOTHA U cTpaturpadms’.

IToa pykoBoactBom Baserrmua AGpamosmua Ha Gase
BITH akrusHO paboTasn hHAOCODCKO-METOAOAOTHTHIECKIIT
CEMUHAP U MEKHHCTHTYTCKHH 5BOAIOIHOHHBIN CEMUHAP.
I'o nuumpaTuse u pu akTuBHOM yuactnn B.A. Kpacuaosa
Bo BaaamBocroke Obia cozpan CoBeT MHTEAAWUTECHIIUU, B
32A29y KOTOPOTO BXOAMAA IIOAACPIKKA TBOPYCCKUX HAYH-
HaHMIA, OCOOCHHO KACAFOIINXCA BO3POKACHIA U PASBHTHA
TOPOACKOH KYABTYPBI. 3AMETHBIM COOBITHEM B TOPOAE OBIAM
mposeaénnbie COBETOM AUCKYCCHH O HAYKE U PEAHIUH, O
POAHM MHTEAAUTCHIINE B COBPEMCHHOM IIPOLIECCE U AP.

[To mummmatmse B.A. Kpacmaosa B 1987 roay mpu
BITM Oera oprammsoBaH DKOAOTHYECKHE cOBeT. Baaen-
THH AOpamMOBHY OBIA OAHHM N3 HHHIIHATOPOB CO3AA-
Husa “OKoAormueckoil mporpammsl IIpnmopckoro kpas”,
paspaborannoii B 1989 roay, B Tom dncae e€ IpHpPOAOOX-
PaHHOTO OAOKA (CHCTEMBI OXPAHACMBIX IIPHPOAHBIX TEPPHU-
Topuit). AAfl paCIpOCTPAHEHUA SKOAOTMTICCKIX 3HAHUI OH
COCTABHA IIPOIPAMMY 9KOAOTHYECKOTO OOYUCHUS 1 IIPOYH-
TAA PAA AEKITHH AASl XO3AMCTBEHHBIX PYKOBOAHTEAEH Kpas.
Borpocam skoAOrHE 1 KyABTYPBI OBIAM ITOCBAIICHBI €O
HEOAHOKPATHBIC BBICTYIIACHHA B IIECYATH H IO TEACBHAC-
HIFO. AKTUBHAA TPAKAAHCKAA TIO3UIINSA, HAPAAY C APYTAMI
AMYHBIMI  KaY€CTBAMH, CIIOCOOCTBOBAAM  BBIABH/KCHUIO
6ecrapruiinoro B.A. Kpacuaosa 8 1990 roay kaHAnAarom

B HapoArbe AcyTatel PCOCP o Coserckomy Tepputopn-
aapHOMY n3bupareAspHOMY OKpyry Ne 220 r. BaaauBocroxa.
OCHOBHBIMH ITYHKTAMH €IO IIPEABBIOOPHOH IAAT(OPMBI
OBIAM 9KOAOTHSA, OOPA30BAHIE 1 HAYKA.

B 1989 roay B.A. Kpacuaos usbupaercs AHPEKTOpOM
BcecorosHOro HayIHO-NCCACAOBATEABCKOTO HHCTHTYTA OX-
PAHBI IIPHPOABI 1 3aITOBEAHOTO AcAd. OAHAKO YBOABHACTCA
u3 BITN u mepeesxaer B MockBy ToABKO B HOAOpe 1990
roaa. byayan ampekropom mucruryra (1990-1993 rr.), on
AKTHBHO BKAIOYHACA B pabOTy 10 MeKAYHAPOAHOIH Teo-
ceprO-O6uOCchepHOl mporpamme “T'roOaspHBEIE H3Me-
HeHus’, HaMcaA M u3AaA Kaury “OxpaHa IIPHPOABL
npuHIAIE, TpodAemsl, npuopurersr’ (Kpacnaos 1992).
[To ero muummmarmse BO BaaamBocToke OBIAO CO3A2HO
AaABHEBOCTOYHOE OTACACHIE HHCTHTYTa, ObIAQ OPraHH30-
BaHA U IIpOBeAcHA rrepsas Ha AasbHem Bocroke mayuno-
LIPAKTHYECKAA KOH(EPEHITHA 10 3AIIOBEAHOMY ACAY (C Tex
IIOP TaKHE KOH(MEPEHIINN CTAAN TPAAHLIMOHHBIMHE).

OAHAKO MAACOOOTAHNKA BCETAA OCTABAAACH CAMBIM AFO-
Oumbeim AeroM Basewtnna AGpamoBuua. 3a OrpOMHBIN
BKAGA B Pa3BUTHE IIAACOOOTAHIYECKOMN HAYKH OH OBIA YAO-
croer Mepaan MeKAYHAPOAHOTO ITAACOOOTAHMIECKOTO
obrmectsa (1991 r.), B 1993 roAy usbpas ACHCTBUTEABHBIM
uneciom PAEH, a B mHauane 1994 roaa mnpunaAa
mpuraamenne  akapemuka PAH  Aaekces FOpbepnua
Posanosa o mepesoae B ITaaconTorormaeckuii HHCTUTYT
(ITMH) PAH (Mocksa), rae eMy IIPEACTOSAO CO3AATH
Aaboparopuro  maAeobOTAHHKH, KOTOPyro Basentmn
Abpamosud BoszraaBasia A0 2006 roAa, a BIOCACACTBHN (AO
KOHIIA CBOCH KHM3HH) OCTABAACHA B HEH I'AABHBIM HAYYIHBIM
COTPYAHHKOM-KOHCYABTAaHTOM. 3a TOAB paborer B [THMH
II0OA Hay4HBIM pykoBoAcTBOM B.A. Kpacmaosa 0b1a0
3AIMUINEHO 5 KAHAHAATCKUX Amcceprammid. On BOIEA B
cocraB peaxkosseranu “Tlaaeortrorormaeckoro xyprasa”
n kypHasa ‘“Acta Palacobotanica” (Kpakos, Iloasira),
onyoankoBaa pAA mMonorpadwmit (Kpacuaos 1997, Kras-
silov 1995, 1997, 2003, Krassilov, Rasnitsyn 2008), Oera
yaocroer B 1997 roay mpemun X. Paycumra 3a AydImyro
ITAACOHTOAOTHYCCKYIO pabory. B 2000-e roasr mpu
AKTUBHOM COACHCTBHH M yuacTnn Baaextnaa Abpamo-
BHYA CTAAO Pa3BHBATHCA IAACOOOTAHIYECKOE HAIIPABAC-
nue B MHcTuryre sBoArormu YHuBepcuTera I. Xaiida B
Vspamae: IMOArOTOBAEHBI CHEITMAAMCTBI BBICIICH KBAAH-
dukannr B 00AACTH ITAACOOOTAHHKH, COBMECTHO C H3Pa-
HMABCKHMH KOAACTAMH H3YYCHA M OIIHCAHA MEAOBaA (PAO-
pa nycreian Heres (Krassilov et al. 2005). B moabpe 2014
roaa, 6yayau B Mockse, OH 0OCYKAQA IPOBEACHUE ITAACO-
OoTaHmueckol askcreanmuu B Mouroauto aerom 2015
roaa ¢ yaactuem koAaaer u3 [TMH, I'MH (Mocksa), BITK
(BaaamBocrox), a taxxe Kuras u Morroaumn, O6b1A BecbMa
axkTHBeH, sHeprudeH u 60Ap. K coxaseHmro, sTum maaHam
Baaentrra AGpaMoBmda, He CY/KACHO OBIAO COBITHCA.

IMamsre o Basenrune AGpamosuue Kpacmaose Ha-
BCEIAA OCTAHETCA B CEPALAX €rO OAATOAAPHEIX YICHHKOB,
COpPAaTHHKOB M TmOcAeAoBateAcit. Bo BaaamBoctoke m B
MockBe IIPOAOAKACT YCIEIIHO PA3BUBATHCA €rO HAYIHAS
ILIIKOAQ — AKTHBHO PabOTAIOT CO3AAHHBIC UM AaDOpaTOpun
ITAACODOTAHUKM, 4 €IO HAYYHBIE HACH HAXOAAT CBOE BOITAO-
menue. OAHAKO HCKPEHHE 7KaAb, KOTAA YXOAAT W3 JKH3HI
TAKHCE 3aMCYATEABHBIC AIOAH, APKHE TBOPYECKHE AMYHOC-
TH.
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Seren Kierkegaard used to distinguish between two types
of people following either ethics or aesthetics. For Valentin Ab-
ramovich Krassilov; Truth and Beauty seemed to be inextricab-
ly intertwined essences. His criticism of Darwin concerned
more how rather than what Darwin had elaborated. “A great
sculptor Auguste Rodin claimed just this being his method of
obtaining a thing of art from a block of marble by removing
what is superfluous, — he wrote in Evolution: System Theory.
— He has not confided how he knew what to remove; relying
on intuition perhaps, but certainly it was something over the
periphery, whereas Darwin’s method was to remove the core
of the block”. For Valentin Abramovich, civilization-level con-
sequences of modern evolutionary synthesis were much more
dramatic than specific biological misbeliefs it led to. “For mil-
lennia we had a theory of evolution that grew as a lofty tower
on the great cathedral of human culture, — he grieved. — It was
left unfinished at the point of no return. The flat utilities that
replaced it belong to a different kind of culture, with existential
philosophy reduced to absurdity. Since we consented to the idea
that ideas are not the triumphs of creative intelligence, but just
summaries of repeated observation, the meaning of human
existence disappeared together with ‘humanity’, ‘wisdom’, ‘cre-
ativeness’, and the other confusing abstractions” ...However,
we do believe that the tipping point has not yet been overpassed
and will not have been whenever.

SR: — I heard the name of this person for the first time
in the year 2000. A second-year student at one of Kiev uni-
versities, by the moment I had just accustomed to studentship
and delved into seeking for myself. The research secretary at
our department of ecology graciously organized a library for
the students, and I was a frequent guest in his shadowed office
with floor-to-ceiling bookshelves. There one day I came across
an unadorned claret-colored paperback book. Riso-printed in
a tiny run of 500 copies in Paleontological Institute in Mos-
cow, this handicraft edition had no chances to get to an ama-
teur library in a Kiev university, but it did, which still remains a
mystery for me. The author’s name meant nothing of impor-
tance to me at the time (much to my embarrassment today),
but the title, Metaccology, intrigued me, and even more so the
subheading inside, Regularities of evolution in natural and spiri-
tual systems. To say I had read it in one sitting is an overstate-
ment — I was quiet modest in my knowledge of ecology and
evolution, and if any, in philosophy. Despite this, I read avidly,
and it captured my mind once and for all. I was so impressed
that without a moment’s thought I wrote a letter to the author.
Only then I cared enough to expand own horizons, and real-
ized who my addressee was. A month later, I found my reply
in, among the mail that postmen usually left for roomers on a
stand in the dorm’s entrance hall, including not only a letter, but
also another book, Nature Conservation: Principles, Problems,
Priorities, a present from the professor to the student! From
that moment I understood that great scientists are great people,
open to even beginners.

In 2013 my family arrived at the decision to immigtate to
Israel. At that time I already had got my PhD, not in ecology but
in teaching, With dreams of returning to my roots, I was brows-
ing staff pages of Israeli universities in search of a potential
supervisor, when in utter disbelief read: Valentin A. Krassilov,
Professor Emeritus. At the time, I was hesitant to get in contact
with the professor, but finally plucked up my courage to remind
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Valentin Krassilov. In memoriam

The Rybnikovs in the Saturday trip in the Carmel Coast in March
22, 2014 with Professor Krassilov, from left to right: Georgi,
Natalia, Alexandra, Sviatoslav, and Valentin Krassilov

him of our long distance friendship. “Let’s discuss it in situ”,
— he answered. So something happened that I never deemed
possible — being a PhD student of Valentin Abramovich. The
last one, alas.

NR: — Valentin Abramovich became more than an official
supervisor for my husband. He was also interested in my re-
search on urban and industrial areas” impact on human health
and environments, and willingly speculated about it, not sparing
the boldest hypotheses. But what is more important, he became
a friend for all our family. For our children he, together with his
wife Sophia Stepanovna, substituted (as far as was reasonably-
practicable) beloved grandparents, left in Ukraine and Russia. I
believe that our children will remember for years to come those
week-end walks along the Mediterranean beaches (Figure).

When we were invited for the first time, Slava was discuss-
ing something for future research with Valentin Abramovich,
and from time to time I was catching the furtive glances of our
daughter, a gitl of ten. Once at home she had said thoughtfully:
“I am a bit afraid of him. I have never seen such a person be-
fore. He looked somewhere in the sky and spoke of something
mystetious... Will you become the same when you finish your
studying?”” I sadly assured her that we wouldn’t, and explained
that such persons only come about once a century. But soon
he enslaved her heart, too. By that time she was fascinated with
ancient civilizations, and he was an expert in all these Greek
colonnades and Roman thermae — the heritage in which Land
of Israel is so rich.

He also became a friend for our four-year old son. Like mil-
lions of children his age all over the world, he was crazy about
Ninja Turtles, but only after the confabulations of Valentin
Abramovich did Donatello and Michelangelo become for him
something more that cartoon superheroes.

For our son he was the first close person who had passed
away. The first visit to the cemetery inspired him greatly. He
questioned a lot about mortality, souls and heaven, trying to
think over all these new concepts. Finally he declared: I con-
sider Valentin Abramovich an excellent human being”. My hus-
band and I stopped dead having never heard such expressions
from him. But then we smiled. We remembered how often the
English of Valentin Abramovich gave us the need to refer to a
dictionary and also remembered his thought that humans, as
the highest beings, ought to reach the highest level of immor-
tality, which is immortality by means of love and ideas that are
passed down to future generations. Our son’s words showed us
that he did manage to leave part of his lucid soul in all of us.
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